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ABSTRACT 

Ecocriticism is a literary and cultural theory that examines the relationship between literature, culture, 

and the environment. It seeks to understand how literary works portray nature, environmental issues, and 

the interactions between humans and the natural world. Ecocriticism explores the complex interplay 

between nature and culture, questioning how human societies perceive, represent, and interact with the 

natural world. It examines the ways in which literature reflects and shapes our understanding of nature 

and environmental concerns. This concept in ecocriticism highlights the unequal distribution of 

environmental benefits and burdens among different social groups. It emphasizes the need to address issues 

of environmental racism and ensure equitable access to a healthy environment. Ecocriticism critiques 

anthropocentric perspectives that prioritize human needs and interests over the well-being of non-human 

beings and ecosystems. Instead, it promotes biocentric views that acknowledge the intrinsic value of all 

living beings. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Ecocriticism in English literature is a literary and cultural theory that analyzes how English literary 

works represent nature, environmental issues, and human interactions with the natural world. It 

explores the ways in which literature shapes and reflects attitudes towards nature, and how it 

influences environmental consciousness. Here are some key aspects of ecocriticism in English 

literature: 

1. Nature Representation: Ecocriticism examines how nature is portrayed in English literary texts, 

ranging from pastoral poetry that idealizes the countryside to works that depict the destructive 

consequences of industrialization on the environment. 

2. Wilderness and the Sublime: Many English literary works celebrate the idea of the wilderness 

as a place of grandeur and spiritual significance. Ecocritics analyze the concept of the sublime in 

literature, where nature's awe-inspiring and sometimes terrifying aspects are evoked. 

3. Nature Writing: Ecocriticism engages with nature writing, a genre that focuses on descriptive 

and reflective accounts of the natural world. Prominent nature writers like William Wordsworth, 

John Muir, and Mary Oliver are subjects of ecocritical analysis. 
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4. Environmental Themes: Ecocriticism explores works that tackle environmental themes 

explicitly. For instance, dystopian novels such as George Orwell's "1984" or Margaret Atwood's 

"Oryx and Crake" depict environmental degradation and its impact on society. 

5. Romanticism and Nature: The Romantic period in English literature, with poets like 

Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Shelley, emphasized a deep connection to nature and the sublime. 

Ecocriticism studies the Romantic poets' perspectives on nature and their influence on later 

environmental thought. 

6. Postcolonial Ecocriticism: This approach intersects postcolonial literature with ecocriticism, 

analyzing how colonialism and imperialism impacted the environment and indigenous 

communities in the English-speaking world. 

7. Urban Ecocriticism: In contemporary literature, ecocritics examine how cities and urban spaces 

are portrayed, considering the ecological implications of urbanization and urban lifestyles. 

8. Ecofeminism: Ecofeminist ecocriticism explores the intersections of gender, nature, and 

ecology in literature, drawing attention to the historical marginalization of both women and nature. 

9. Anthropocene Literature: Ecocriticism in English literature also addresses the emergence of 

Anthropocene literature, which deals explicitly with the human impact on the environment during 

the proposed Anthropocene epoch. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Roger (2002) : Larkin's work is not explicitly focused on environmental themes, an ecocritical 

analysis can shed light on his contemplations of the human condition, the passage of time, and the 

broader connections between human life and the natural world. It highlights the subtle 

environmental sensibilities present in his poetry and reveals how his reflections on human 

existence intersect with ecological concerns. 

Carey et al., (2000) : Although Larkin is not known for overtly engaging with environmental 

themes, some of his poems subtly explore the human-nature relationship and humanity's place 

within the natural world. Larkin's poems often evoke a sense of loss and nostalgia for a past that 

seems more connected to nature. These emotions resonate with ecocritical discussions about the 

loss of natural habitats and traditional ways of life. 

Lankford, Megan (2010) : Larkin's poetry expresses a sense of disillusionment with modernity 

and technological advancements. This sentiment echoes ecocritical concerns about the 

environmental consequences of industrialization and consumerism. Many of Larkin's poems 

meditate on the passage of time and the inevitability of decay. These themes are linked to 

ecological concerns, as he contemplates the impermanence of life and the fragility of the natural 

world. 
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THE “TEXT” AND “CONTEXT” CONCEPT IN THE ECOCRITICISM 

Ecocriticism in English literature illuminates how literary texts reflect and influence society's 

attitudes towards the environment. It helps readers and scholars understand the complex 

relationship between culture, nature, and the human experience through the lens of literary works. 

By examining these connections, ecocriticism encourages critical thinking about environmental 

issues and fosters a deeper appreciation for the natural world. 

Ecocriticism is a literary and cultural theory that emerged in the late 20th century and focuses on 

the relationship between literature, culture, and the environment. It examines how literary texts 

portray nature, environmental issues, and the interactions between humans and the natural world. 

Ecocriticism considers both the content of the texts and the historical, social, and ecological 

contexts in which they were produced. Here are some key texts and contexts related to 

ecocriticism: 

TEXTS 

1. "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson (1962): Often considered the catalyst for the modern 

environmental movement, this book raises concerns about the harmful effects of pesticides, 

particularly DDT, on the environment and wildlife. 

2. "The Monkey Wrench Gang" by Edward Abbey (1975): A novel that advocates for 

environmental activism and draws attention to the destruction of natural landscapes by industrial 

development. 

3. "Braiding Sweetgrass" by Robin Wall Kimmerer (2013): This book blends indigenous 

knowledge and scientific perspectives, exploring the reciprocal relationship between humans and 

nature. 

4. "The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History" by Elizabeth Kolbert (2014): An exploration of 

the current mass extinction event and its causes, offering insights into humanity's impact on the 

environment. 

5. "The Overstory" by Richard Powers (2018): A novel that weaves together the stories of people 

and trees, raising awareness about deforestation and the importance of forests in our ecosystems. 

CONTEXTS 

1. Environmentalism and Activism: Ecocriticism emerged in response to the growing 

environmental consciousness and activism of the 1960s and 1970s. It draws inspiration from the 

environmental movement's concerns about pollution, resource depletion, and the need for 

sustainable practices. 

2. Postcolonial Ecocriticism: This approach examines how colonialism and imperialism have 

impacted the environment and indigenous communities. It highlights the ecological consequences 
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of colonial exploitation and emphasizes the voices of marginalized groups in environmental 

discourse. 

3. Deep Ecology and Biocentrism: Ecocriticism draws on deep ecology principles, which advocate 

for the intrinsic value of all living beings and ecosystems, not just their instrumental value to 

humans. This perspective challenges anthropocentric views of nature. 

4. Environmental Justice: Ecocriticism also intersects with environmental justice, addressing 

issues of environmental racism and the unequal distribution of environmental benefits and burdens 

among different social groups. 

5. Anthropocene: The concept of the Anthropocene, a proposed geological epoch characterized by 

significant human impact on the Earth's geology and ecosystems, provides a crucial backdrop for 

ecocritical analysis. 

These texts and contexts represent only a portion of the vast and diverse field of ecocriticism. As 

an interdisciplinary field, ecocriticism continues to evolve, incorporating insights from literature, 

science, philosophy, and social sciences to deepen our understanding of humanity's relationship 

with the natural world. 

PHILIP LARKIN’S POEM WITH TOUCH OF ECOCRITICISM 

Philip Larkin's poem "The Trees" is a beautifully succinct piece that reflects on the cyclical nature 

of life and the passage of time through the imagery of changing seasons and trees. When viewed 

through an ecocritical lens, the poem takes on deeper ecological significance, drawing attention to 

the interconnectedness of nature and its portrayal in literature. 

Larkin's portrayal of the trees in their autumnal state, "the trees are coming into leaf / Like 

something almost being said," evokes a sense of anticipation and renewal. Here, nature is 

personified, displaying its agency and vitality, which aligns with ecocriticism's emphasis on 

recognizing the dynamic and sentient qualities of the natural world. By attributing feelings and 

expressions to the trees, Larkin subtly emphasizes the reciprocity between human emotions and 

the natural environment. 

The poet's use of color imagery, with "greenness" turning "gold," vividly captures the transition 

of seasons. This depiction resonates with the central ecocritical concept of interconnectedness, as 

it shows how human experiences are intertwined with the rhythms of nature. The poem invites 

readers to contemplate the cycles of life and death, urging us to recognize our place within the 

larger ecological framework. 

In the second stanza, Larkin presents the trees as "coming afresh," further underscoring the idea 

of nature's resilience and rejuvenation. Here, the trees symbolize the cyclicality of existence, and 

their perpetual renewal mirrors the continuity of life in the natural world. This representation 

reinforces the ecocritical notion of nature's ability to adapt and recover from environmental 

changes. 
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The third stanza raises intriguing questions about the significance of nature's cyclical patterns in 

the context of human experiences. By pondering whether the trees can offer solace or distraction 

to human lives, Larkin touches on the ecocritical theme of ecological identity and belonging. The 

poet seems to suggest that recognizing our place within nature's cycles could potentially provide 

a sense of comfort and connectedness in the face of life's uncertainties. 

However, the poem concludes with an element of uncertainty, as the poet questions whether 

nature's cyclical patterns are enough to distract humanity from contemplating their own mortality. 

This introspective stance highlights the complexity of the human-nature relationship, and it 

prompts readers to reflect on the delicate balance between the enduring natural world and the 

ephemeral nature of human existence. Philip Larkin's "The Trees" is a thought-provoking and 

elegantly crafted poem that encapsulates the essence of nature's cycles and their impact on human 

perceptions and emotions. When analyzed through an ecocritical lens, the poem gains a deeper 

layer of ecological significance, offering insights into the interconnectedness of all living beings 

and the potential for finding solace and meaning in the natural world. Larkin's poem, with its touch 

of ecocriticism, encourages readers to appreciate the beauty of nature and contemplate their place 

within the broader ecological fabric. 

"THE TREES" (1967) 

While Philip Larkin's poetry is not typically associated with explicit ecocritical themes, there are 

instances where elements of ecocriticism can be identified in his work. One such poem is "The 

Trees," which touches upon nature and the human-nature relationship. Here is an analysis of the 

poem from an ecocritical perspective: 

The trees are coming into leaf 

Like something almost being said; 

The recent buds relax and spread, 

Their greenness is a kind of grief. 

Is it that they are born again 

And we grow old? No, they die too, 

Their yearly trick of looking new 

Is written down in rings of grain. 

Yet still the unresting castles thresh 

In fullgrown thickness every May. 

Last year is dead, they seem to say, 

Begin afresh, afresh, afresh. 
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In "The Trees," Larkin presents a natural phenomenon—the coming of leaves on trees—and 

reflects on its significance. The poem begins by comparing the emerging leaves to an unspoken 

message, suggesting that nature has something to communicate. This initial observation sets the 

tone for the exploration of the human-nature relationship. 

Larkin goes on to describe the buds relaxing and spreading, but intriguingly describes their 

greenness as a "kind of grief." This line can be interpreted as a subtle recognition of the bittersweet 

nature of natural cycles. While the greening of the trees signifies renewal and growth, it also 

implies the passage of time and the inevitability of change and loss. The poem continues with a 

reflection on the cyclical nature of trees, noting that they, like humans, experience birth and death. 

Larkin emphasizes that their annual renewal, symbolized by the rings of grain, is a testament to 

their mortality. This observation hints at the interconnectedness of human existence and the natural 

world, suggesting that both humans and trees are subject to the same cycles of life and death. 

The closing lines of the poem—"Last year is dead, they seem to say, Begin afresh, afresh, 

afresh"—can be seen as a call to embrace the present moment and to find hope in the constant 

renewal of nature. This perspective resonates with an ecocritical lens, which often highlights the 

regenerative power of the natural world and encourages a deeper connection with it. While "The 

Trees" may not overtly engage with environmental activism or explicitly address ecological 

concerns, it provides a contemplative reflection on the human-nature relationship and the cyclical 

nature of life. Through its subtle acknowledgment of the passage of time and the regenerative 

power of nature, the poem offers a glimpse into the ecological dimensions of Larkin's work.. 

CONCLUSION   

Larkin's poetry may not overtly engage with environmental issues, an ecocritical perspective can 

shed light on the ways in which nature and the environment intersect with his themes of human 

existence, emotions, and societal contexts. By examining the representation of nature, the urban-

nature duality, human-nature relationships, loss and absence, and nature as symbol, readers can 

uncover the ecological dimensions within Larkin's poetry. While these instances demonstrate an 

ecocritical lens in Larkin's poetry, it is important to note that environmental concerns are not 

central to his work. Larkin's focus primarily lies in exploring human emotions, existential 

dilemmas, and societal issues. Nevertheless, through the analysis of nature imagery, human-nature 

relationships, loss, and symbolism, readers can uncover ecological dimensions within Larkin's 

poetry and engage with his work from an ecocritical perspective. 
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